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shewn to mankind to be wrong? Can anything
that is in itself wrong come from God ? The slaying
of a son by his father in sacrifice is most plainly
wrong in our eyes to-day, and could never have been
right in the sight of Him Who is the same yesterday,
to-day and for ever. As Professor Gwatkin has said,
" A true revelation cannot be a mere command
from outside. It is the recognition of the divine
without by the divine within, and must therefore
appeal for final verification to our sense of truth
and right, so that it is self-convicted if it certainly
contradicts them. If the message came to me which
seemed to come to Abraham, no amount of evidence
could prove it divine in the face of the certainty grown
up since Abraham's time, that my son's life is not
mine to sacrifice .... Here is a clear test. It must
be used reasonably (which it is not always), but a
professedly divine message which will not stand it
must be rejected. If God is good, He cannot command
what we see to be evil; and if He is not good, the
case for revelation disappears in the general break-up
of thought." 1

The idea that God never really intended Abraham
to carry out the " command " gives relief to many
older people as well as to the young, but it plainly
implies that He may prompt to evjl even though it
may be for the purpose that good may come of it.
" Abraham loved his son very much, and he knew
that God would spare Isaac, because He had promised
to do so "; " Abraham was willing to do this, for
he knew that God could save him at the last minute,,
so he went home and kept it secret" ; u He did aot
1 Knowledge of God, vol. i. p. 117..